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About Tom -- As a child, Christmastime in the Becker household included 

the usual holiday festivities:  trimming the tree, exchanging of gifts and the 
singing of Christmas carols.  But one special holiday tradition in the Becker family 
was going to shape young Tom’s destiny. 
 

Tom remembers, “My dad was a big fan on The New Christy Minstrels, and each 
Christmas, my dad would pull out their Christmas album, and the whole family 

would come together and sing along.  I never would have dreamed that one day I would become a member of 
this legendary group.” 
 

The music influenced Tom to pick up the guitar, and very soon after, he discovered the music of John Denver. 
 

“His voice, his guitar playing, his songwriting.  John Denver was the tri-fecta in this genre of music.  I listened 
to John Denver songs over and over, trying to capture every nuance.  He was my teacher, my mentor, and my 
inspiration as I began my musical journey.” 
 

In 1979, The New Christy Minstrels played a concert in Wheaton, Illinois, and Tom’s dad got tickets, but that’s 
not all. 
 

“My dad did some research and discovered that the Christy’s were auditioning a replacement for one of the 
members who was leaving the band.  Without my knowing, he set up an audition.  It was the best thing that 
could have happened, because if I had known ahead of time, I probably would have been too nervous to go 
through with it,” Tom remembers. 
 

The rest, as they say, is history.  Tom passed the audition, and soon became a member of The New Christy 
Minstrels, traveling the world, sharpening his skills, and learning some valuable lessons about the music 
business. 
 

After several years with “The Christys”, Tom decided to strike out on his own and headed to Nashville to 
sharpen his songwriting skills and pursue a career as a solo artist. 
 

Although a major record deal was not in the cards, Tom became well known in songwriter circles and as an 
entertainer.  His career has included appearances with many of the industry’s biggest artists, including, Willie 
Nelson, Jerry Lee Lewis, Jerry Jeff Walker, Gregg Allman, and Ray Charles.   
 

In recent years, Tom began to feel that John Denver’s music and message were more important than ever. 
 

“In this time of environmental concerns, and Americans’ efforts to simplify their lives, it seems that John 
Denver’s music and message are even more relevant today, yet you rarely hear his music on the radio 
anymore.” 
 

Tom assembled a band and put together a concert that will inspire both long-time Denver fans, and those who 
may be unfamiliar with this music. 
 

Universal themes of home, family, love and nature, including several of Tom’s own original Denver-inspired 
songs create the framework.  Personal anecdotes and observations from his career in folk music create a 
warm, humorous and uplifting experience. 
 
The gentleness of the wind through the Aspen trees, and the majesty of the Rocky Mountains --getting back to 
the basics never felt so good.   


